
This marketing brochure was produced to further stimulate economic vitality in the downtown and commercial core of Colonial 
Beach, VA. The intent is to provide market assurance and preservation-based design concepts and guidance for new developers, 

retailers and other businesses looking for promising opportunities. The project was initiated by Downtown Colonial Beach, 
the community’s Main Street America Affiliate program, and was funded by the VA Department of Housing and Community  

Development (DHCD) VA Main Street Commercial District Affiliates and Virginia Downtown grants. The grant was 
matched by generous contributions from the citizens of Colonial Beach.

Be part of an exciting new chapter 
in the history of the beautiful beach town 

of Colonial Beach, VA!

Founded in 2016, Downtown Colonial Beach has been guided by Main Street America’ preservation-based approach  
to downtown revitalization.  Part of that involves a determination to creating an “entrepreneurial ecosystem” that will not 

just welcome new retailers and businesses when they arrive, but help them thrive.

At the same time, we seek to preserve our public-spirit, small town ambiance, diversity and commitment to economic revitalization 
for the benefit of all residents and businesses. Our aim is a people-centered prosperity that promotes one of the best things about 

Colonial Beach – its warm, interesting and caring people. The motto for our community foundation is “Community Found.”  
Our hope is that is exactly what you will find when you set up your business in Colonial Beach.  

For help, information, networking, and support in investigating or setting up your business in Colonial Beach, contact:
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Text by DCB Board of Directors, editorial assistance Suzan Genace, Flack Shack.

This prospectus represents the approach and values of Downtown Colonial Beach, a Main Street America affiliate  
program. While reporting on Town of Colonial Beach economic development initiatives and that of other community  

groups, it does not constitute their official policies. For more information, please check with the contacts above.

Robin Schick, 
Mayor of Colonial Beach

(804) 224-7181
rschick@colonialbeachva.net

Michael J. Fitzpatrick, 
Chair, Economic Development Initiative
Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce

(804) 456-7877 
mjfitzpatrick401@gmail.com

India Adams-Jacobs
Colonial Beach Town Manager

(804) 224-7181
iadamsjacobs@colonialbeachva.net 

Joyce Reimherr
Economic Vitality Chair

Downtown Colonial Beach
(301) 758-9493

info@downtowncolonialbeach.org

From Robin Schick, Mayor, Town of Colonial Beach 
A lot of exciting things are happening--Town of Colonial Beach is coming of age! 
We are excited about the growth and diversification that will be realized through 
a number of revitalization efforts that welcomes anyone to join our vibrant, 
livable, fun, and business-friendly waterfront community. 

Photo courtesy of Dan MacDougall

Starting a new retail business?   
Relocating or opening a  

  second location?



The Town of Colonial Beach, Virginia (CBVA), has a rich 
history and storied past. By preserving and building upon 

it, the town has an equally vibrant future--one that you can be 
a part of! 

In the late 19th and early 20th century, Colonial Beach flour-
ished as a popular riverside resort with steamboats bringing 
in tourists from Washington, DC and Baltimore. The town 
experienced a resurgence mid-twentieth century and earned 
the moniker, the “Little Las Vegas,” when a quirk in MD law 
temporarily legalized gambling on the waterfront for nearly  
a decade.

Now, once again, Colonial Beach is a town for the times with 
people of all ages favoring an active lifestyle where they live 
and where they travel. Swimming, boating, fishing, walking, 
biking, and hiking are all part of everyday life in Colonial 
Beach. Today’s travelers savor the natural world, open space 
and observing wildlife. There is also a renewed appreciation 
for the authentic and original, for history and the historic 
buildings that reveal it. Recent designation of the Colonial 
Beach downtown as a National Historic District affirms the 
town’s significant history and will further its preservation.

Colonial Beach offers all that and more. It’s a historic beach 
town on the Potomac River, a port-of-call for recreational 
boaters and watermen, a golf cart community, art and music 
haven, foodie destination, bird sanctuary, and base camp for 
exploring notable Colonial and early American sites nearby. 
Recent designation of the downtown as a National Historic 
District is helping to highlight and preserve its historic 
character. 

 

But Colonial Beach is more than just fun and games. With 
Washington, DC, 65 miles away and Richmond, VA, 70 
miles away, it is already benefitting from the telecommuting 
trend (which accelerated during the pandemic) since home-
based employees here can readily reach metropolitan 
employers. 

The town is also close to other major employment centers. 
7,500 military and civilian employees work at the nearby 
Naval Support Facility Dahlgren.  “Beach” residents also 
bring back income from jobs in the 300,000 person strong 
Greater Fredericksburg area just 45 minutes away. 
Fredericksburg residents head this way for recreation. 

We invite you to join other investors and retailers who are 
finding Colonial Beach to be fertile ground for new ventures 
during this exciting time of growth, adding to the solid 
foundation of shops, restaurants and entertainment venues  
that have already earned loyal patrons over the years.

A four-phase, $27 million dollar development project will 
bring 23 new townhomes to the downtown, along with two 

new boardwalk condo buildings, one mixed use to  
include retail space. A beachfront boutique hotel is also part of 
the project, as well as historic renovations of several buildings 
for retail and office use.  

Construction of the new $765M Governor Harry W. Nice  
Memorial Bridge is underway. When completed in 2023, 
it will double the vehicle capacity of the current 
bridge, helping to alleviate traffic congestion 

and enabling a higher volume of people to enter the region 
more easily for work, business, or recreation.

A nomination to name the Northern Neck a National Heritage 
Area has been presented to Congress. Designation will show-
case the rich history of the Northern Neck. Colonial Beach is 
the natural entry point and base camp for exploring the area.  

Substantially more growth is on the way.

It’s a town that has been experiencing steady growth 
in population and tourism.

Several indicators point to a town on an upward trajectory.
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Steamboat mural
Steamboat era in 
Colonial Beach during the 
late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century depicted 
on one of the downtown’s 
many murals. 
(Photo courtesy of 
Mary Carter)

Historic picture of the Reno Casino during gambling’s 
heyday mid-century. (Photo courtesy of the Colonial 
Beach Museum)

New Townhome Development New Governor Harry W. Nice Memorial Bridge

Analyzing home sales by fiscal year (July 1 – June 30) for the Colonial Beach 
zip code of 22443 reveals a major boost in local home sales.  Housing inventory 
has been limited in the last few years. Recent increase likely from new housing 

construction and pre-sales in new development. 
Source: Extrapolated from 2019 MarketStats by ShowingTime.

Census data indicates that the growth rate between 2010 and 2020 exceeds 
 that of the state of Virginia and the United States as a whole.

Source: Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service at the University of Virginia
Steady rise in sales and dining taxes suggest increases in tourism and residents.

Source: Department of Finance, Town of Colonial Beach.

Property values within the 22443 zip code have also been rising steadily.  
Source: Extrapolated from 2019 MarketStats by ShowingTime.

(Photo courtesy of Mary Carter) (Photo courtesy of Mary Carter) (Photo courtesy of Jackie Steward)

Colonial Beach is a promising  
location for your business!
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There are so many ways for people to enjoy 
themselves here. 
•	 Savor Chesapeake Bay favorites, crabs, oysters, and rockfish, and 

a variety of ethnic cuisines at award winning restaurants.

•	 Sip wine under a vine covered pergola at a local bistro, or quaff 
craft beers while listening to rockabilly, country or folk music. 
One-of-a-kind coffee houses are centers for socializing.  

•	 Sunbathe on our beautiful beach, then take a cooling dip before 
drying off under a palm tree. 

•	 Dance in the sand at the Tiki bars that feature popular regional 
bands. 

•	 Try off-track betting at the Riverboat Restaurant and Casino, 
carrying on a mid-20th century gaming tradition. An expansion 
of gaming opportunities may be on the horizon. 

•	 Sleep in luxurious B&Bs in restored mansions or historic  homes, 
a 1950s retro boutique hotel, beach cottage vacation rentals, a 
campground or RV park. Shop in antique and beach shops.   

•	 Paddle a canoe, kayak or paddleboard along the Potomac, 
Monroe Bay, inlets and creeks. Take out your sailboat,                    
motorboat, or jet ski from one of the many marinas.  

•	 Just outside CBVA, in the Northern Neck, are 1000s of miles of 
unspoiled shoreline; state parks and nature preserves with trails 
for walking, hiking, biking and birdwatching, as well as historic 
sites. 

Festivals Draw Crowds Every Season of the Year.
From birdwatchers to bikers, Colonial Beach has festivals and events 
for every taste and interest, and is continually coming up with more.

Spring 
       •	The newly inaugurated “Osprey Festival” sponsored by Down- 
         town Colonial Beach attracts nature lovers in early spring.
         Colonial Beach is a bird sanctuary and home to a multitude of  
         breeding ospreys from mid-March through September.
Summer 
The Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce shines when it comes to 
sponsoring popular festivals and events throughout the year. These 
are their summer festivals.

•  Potomac River Festival 
•  Father’s Day Classic Car Show
•  Annual Rod Run to the Beach
•  Water Fest
•  Arts and Crafts Festival 
 

Autumn 
						•	The	Beach	Music	Arts	And	Mentoring	Program’s	free 
         Labor Day Concert
						•	Northern	Neck	Beach	Music	Concert	sponsored	by	the 
         Colonial Beach Foundation 
						•	The	Chamber	of	Commerce	Colonial Beach Bike Fest brings  
         in thousands of motorcycle enthusiasts every October 
Winter 
						•	A delightfully lighted Santa’s Wonderland is set up in the middle
         of town for the whole month of December. It becomes the site
         for a Winter Festival and culmination of a holiday parade. 
On-going:
						•	The	Second	Friday	Art	Walk	is	a	monthly	tradition	featuring	 
         new works at local art galleries and art spaces throughout the
         downtown. 

Colonial Beach has been dubbed the
   “Playground of the Potomac.”

Historic Sites are Making Colonial Beach a Year-Round Destination.

Heritage tourism generates $7.7 billion annually in Virgin-
ia.  Designation of the downtown of Colonial Beach as a 

National Historic District and the rest of the Northern Neck 
as a National Heritage Area will open up a new frontier for 
“Heritage Tourism” in Virginia.  The Northern Neck Tourism 
Commission is expected to launch a major promotional 
campaign once the Heritage Area is declared.  

Westmoreland County, VA has been called the birthplace 
of the nation. Within 16 miles of Colonial Beach are the 
birthplaces of three presidents, more than anywhere else in  
the United States. Faithful replica’s of the Washington and 
Monroe homes have been constructed, with Washington’s 
home open for tours much of the week year-round. The 
grounds of the ancestral Monroe Plantation are likewise 
open year-round, while the home and Visitor’s Center are  
currently open summer weekends. On the foundation of the 
1670s plantation where Madison was born is the exquisitely 
restored and fascinating Belle Grove Plantation built in 1791 
and now a bed and breakfast.

The area is also notable for the Lee Family ancestral 
home, Stratford Hall. While Robert E. Lee was born here, one 
of his ancestors built this magnificent plantation house that is 
a restoration of the original, not a replica. What is little known 
is that other ancestors who lived there played a crucial role in 
spurring and waging America’s fight for independence. Tours 
also highlight the lives and contributions of the enslaved and 
indentured people who made the bricks and built the Great 
House, as well as the lives of women in the Lee family.

The Museum at Colonial Beach 
chronicles the town’s history with 
permanent and changing exhibits.  
There have been displays of 
recovered artifacts documenting 
a Native American presence 
dating to 500 B.C., long before 
John Smith visited the area 
during his voyage of discovery 
in 1608. 

One of the permanent exhibits highlights the town’s colorful 
maritime past and “watermen” culture. This includes being 
the epicenter of the century-long Potomac River Oyster Wars 
that lasted from the 19th Century to the 1960s. Photographs 
and artifacts also showcase the town’s heydays during the 
Steamboat and gambling eras.  Its extensive collection makes 
possible changing exhibits that zero in on unique facets of life 
in earlier times. 

A walking tour brochure available at the Museum and via cell 
phone directs visitors to some of the grand, late Victorian and 
Edwardian mansions that recall Washington, DC’s wealthy 
magnates who incorporated the town in 1892 and turned it 
into a popular riverside resort during the late 19th and early 
20th century. One such building is the summer home of 
Alexander Graham Bell’s family (originally built for Colonel 
J.O.P. Burnside, son of Union General Ambrose Burnside). It is 
a Virginia Historic Landmark, listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Another is the home of the first mayor of 
Colonial Beach, the beautifully restored Dennison Street Inn.  

Now a new era has begun, one in which the past is remem-
bered, and new stories are being made!  

*(Note: The Colonial Beach Museum is currently open on  
summer weekends. As heritage tourism expands, the hope  
is that all historic sites will be expanding their hours.)Birdwatchers on a trail at George Washington’s birthplace, considered a premiere 

site on the Northern Neck for birding observation.  
(Photo courtesy of Joyce Reimherr) 

The Town of Colonial Beach hosts a  
spectacular fireworks display on July 4th 
attended by upwards of 10,000 people. 
(Photo courtesy of Rob Rudick)

Bolivian dancers are a highlight of 
the Riverfest Parade that kicks off 
the summer season. 
(Photo courtesy of Rob Rudick)

President James Monroe Birthplace (Photo courtesy of Bucky Doerr)

The Stratford Hall Great House (Photo courtesy of Stratford Hall)

The Bell House (Photo courtesy of Mary Carter)

Detail of the Watermen’s exhibit at  
the Colonial Beach Museum.
(Photo courtesy of Joyce Reimherr)

(Photo courtesy of Mary Carter) (Photo courtesy of Mary Carter) (Photo courtesy of Joyce Reimherr)
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Town of Colonial Beach groundbreaking

launches massive revitalization effort to

recapture title ‘Playground of the Potomac’

Town of Colonial Beach Mayor Robin Schick 

called the formal groundbreaking on Old 

School Hill “the start to a rebirth in Colonial 

Beach.” The event kicked off Phase I of Dodson 

Development Group’s $25 million redevelop-

ment project.

“This groundbreaking takes place during [the 

town’s] highest growth rate in decades,” Mayor 

Schick told the crowd, which included repre-

sentatives from Colonial Beach Chamber of 

Commerce, local NGOs, Downtown Colonial 

Beach and other community stakeholders. “The 

Dodson Development project is … a pivotal part 

of our community finding its way to the future.”

Colonial Beach is in the news.

Mapped: Every Place to Eat and Drink on  
the Water (That We Know of) Around DC

WRITTEN BY ANN LIMPERT    , ANNA SPIEGEL    , JESSICA SIDMAN   

AND SHERRI DALPHONSE   | PUBLISHED ON APRIL 21, 2021Northern Neck of Virginia:Dockside Restaurant & Tiki Bar (1787 Castlewood Dr., Colonial Beach)High Tides on the Potomac (205 Taylor St., Colonial Beach)Riverboat on the Potomac (301 Beach Ter., Colonial Beach)Tim’s at Coles Point (307 Plantation Dr., Hague)
Tim’s II at Fairview Beach (5411 Pavilion Dr., King George)

Wilkerson’s Seafood Restaurant 
(3900 McKinney Blvd., Colonial Beach)
 
Chesapeake Restaurant & Terrace (The Tides Inn, 480 King Carter Dr., Irvington)Coles Point Tavern (850 Salisbury Park Rd., Hague)

Fish Hawk Oyster Bar (The Tides Inn, 480 King Carter Dr., Irvington)
Merroir Tasting Room  (784 Locklies Creek Rd., Topping)Rick’s on the River (6338 Riverview Dr., King George)

S ince we’d introduced ourselves as 

day trippers to Colonial Beach 

making our first stop near town, she 

cheerfully says that she’s a 26-year 

resident of the town. Although born in 

West Virginia and reared in Framing-

ham, Massachusetts, she says she loves 

it down here. “I love Virginia. When my 

company, Geico, moved me for a time 

to St. Petersburg, Florida, I cried. When 

I heard I was being transferred back 

here, I went hopping through the office: 

‘Yahoo, I’m going home,’ I yelled.” 

Palms on the Potomac

Our day trip series heads to charming Colonial Beach, a relaxed small town  

featuring the second-longest beach in Virginia.

By Edwin SlipekSeptember 07, 2021

Town of Colonial Beach, Virginia, welcomes entrepreneurs and strives to make the process of  
owning and operating a business in CBVA seamless and lucrative. When you arrive you’ll find a  

town committed to supporting you.  

Formulation of an economic development strategy.
Vigorously pursuing state and federal community development funding.
Municipal and additional development projects to increase year-round retail trade downtown. 
Commercial and retail property available for sale, lease or development.
Funding for Downtown Colonial Beach, the Main Street America Affiliate program that is working  
towards full Main Street certification. 
Support for Commercial Historic District.
Collaboration with Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce, which is taking a lead in formulating  
incentives for business investment and sponsors numerous festivals that bring thousands of visitors 
into town.
Professional marketing firm to promote the Town.
Revised Town website (in development) for easier access to permits, forms, licenses and business 
applications.
Town support for an Alliance of more than 20 community organizations mutually support each other 
on community improvements and meeting community needs.  
Business-friendly incentives that support job growth and attract missing staples of our local economy.

•	Local	Technology	Zone	and	a	Tourism	Zone	Economic	Incentives
•	Local	Revitalization	Revolving	Loan	Fund	for	Capital	Improvements
•	Enterprise	Zone	Regional	Incentives
•	Rehabilitation	Tax	Credits	in	Historic	District
•	504	Loan	Programs	&	SBA	Development	Center

Add your business to our town’s on-going story.
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Many business owners choose to live in Colonial Beach.
It’s a great place to raise a family.

You’ll be able to walk, bike, or take a golf cart to work.  
Your children can get to their neighborhood school 

on their own.  It’s also reassuring to know that 
Colonial Beach is one of the safest towns in Virginia.

Colonial Beach is a Golf Cart Community
(Photo courtesy of Joyce Gunderson)

Colonial Beach Foundation “Meet-Ups” 
introduce newcomers to the community.
(Photo courtesy of Eric Nelson)

 New Colonial Beach Elementary School.  
Our independent school system is a focal point for community interactions.
(Photo courtesy of Joyce Reimherr)

Colonial Beach, VA

This is the perfect home base for explor-

ing Washington, D.C. About halfway up 

the Potomac River, you are a stone’s throw 

from the nation’s capital while still being in 

a quaint colonial waterfront town. Colonial 

Beach offers sandy beaches, historical sites 

(birthplaces of both George Washington and 

James Monroe), colonial architecture, great 

food and natural beauty. Loopers Schucker 

and Wilson suggest staying at The Boat-

house Marina—and if you do, make sure to 

ask to see the historic car collection.

Colonial Beach, VA
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JOYC
EREIMHERR,

president ofD
owntown

Colonial Beac
h, said

her group is th
rilled that

thehistoric co
mmercial

district of the
irWestmo-

relandCounty
townhas

been added to theV
irginia

LandmarkRegistry.

Colonial Beac
h earns

historic distri
ct designation

The building th
at houses the M

useum of Colonial Be
ach

was built in the
early 1890s an

d was the town
’s first school.

The Colonial B
each Chamber of Commerce occupies t

he

first floor of a b
uilding that wa

s a theater in th
e 1980s.

Doc’s Motor Court ope
ned in 1948 and was owned

and

operated by th
e Caruthers fam

ily until 2016.

St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church is the o

nly original chu
rch

building in the
downtown dist

rict of Colonia
l Beach.

The Tides Inn (
right) and the

Dennison Stre
et Inn are

situated oppos
ite each other i

n downtown C
olonial Beach.
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TheW.B. Fox General Merchandise sto
re was built in 1

904

and housed a s
afe that was us

ed by several b
usinesses.

STATE RECOGNIZES POTOMACRIVER TOWN, FEDERAL RECOGNITIONNEXT

HERE &
THERE
Rob Hedelt

For thosewhomissed the

announcement lastmonth,

the commercial district
,

first platted in
1882 “as

thebusiness c
enter of a

fully planned
resort along

thePotomacRiver,”was

granted that d
esignationby

theVirginiaD
epartment of

HistoricResour
ces.That

state approva
l has advanced

the town’s application
for

federal approv
al, likely tobe

granted this fa
ll.

If the federal d
esignation

comes through, pe
ople re-

storingoneof
the81 historic

structures in
thedistrict

could be eligib
le for tax

credits of near
ly 50percent.

TheVDHRdescribed the

designated str
uctures as

“vernacular o
r high-style

commercial or resid
ential

buildings” rep
resenting

“thewhole of its nea
rly cen-

tury-longper
iodof signifi-

cance—1875 to 1970—
and

embodyingmajor trends in

waterside resor
t community

development and archit
ec-

ture fromthe late 1800s

through the 2
0th century.”

Thedistrict in
cludes

building style
s fromVic-

torian to art deco—struc-

tures ranging
froman 1875

farmhouse to aQueen

Anne-style ho
tel formerly

knownas theBreaker
s to a

1890s seaside
cottage that is

nowhome to theMuseumat

Colonial Beac
h.

Reimherr said town

residents are t
hrilled about
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Print Innovat
ors facility

onBelmanRoad.

Starting tonig
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FreeLance-St
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printed at the
Hanover

Countyplant
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byLeeEnterp
rises, the

parent companyof the

FLS, theRichm
ond
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nd

more than70other
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Virginia and t
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Camping is legal again

inSpotsylvania
County.

County supervisors

unanimously approved

amendments last week

to a 1980s ordin
ance that

outlawed camping in the

county, exce
pt at camp-

grounds.
The amendments al-

low temporary camping

in the county and give

property owners the au-

thority to camp on their

land or approve camping

for others for
up to 14days

before having
to apply for

a sewage pump-and-haul

permit.
Earlier this year, the

Planning Commission

recommended striking

the ordinance entirely,

therebydefau
lting to state

camping regulatio
ns.

The supervisors
lat-

er learned from county

staff that striking the

ordinance would not re-

verse the ban on camp-

ing, something the Plan-

ning Commission did not

know. The supervisors

sent the issue
back to the

commission, which re-

cently supported approval

of the amendments.

At its meeting Tuesda
y,

the board also addressed

Spotsy amends ca
mping ordinance
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Gregory J. Gilligan   Oct 26, 2020Richmond-based developer is planning a $25

million-plus project in Colonial Beach with

townhomes, condos and a hotel 

Fultz & Singh Architects

A Richmond-based development compa-

ny is making a big splash in Colonial 

Beach in the Northern Neck.

Dodson Development is planning a $25 mil-

lion-plus, four-phase project that includes 

building new town homes and waterfront 

condos, renovating existing office and retail 

buildings, and constructing a boutique 

beachfront hotel along the Potomac River.

The Colonial Beach Town Council last week 

approved a purchase and development 

agreement to sell 12 parcels to Dodson 

Development for $2.7 million. The sale on 

those parcels will take place in phases.

New beach-adjacent townhomes on the Northern Neck  

of Virginia start at $360,000

Real Estate

state recognizes potoMac river town, federal recognition nextRange of civic, business groups help to earnColonial Beach historic district designationBy rob Hedelt  august 1, 2021

JOYCE REIMHERR, president of Downtown Colonial Beach, said her group is thrilled that the historic commercial district of their Westmoreland County town has been added to the Virginia Landmark Registry. 

For those who missed the announcement last month, the commercial district, first platted in 1882 “as the business center of a fully planned resort along the  Potomac River,” was granted that designation by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources. That  state approval has advanced the town’s application for federal approval, likely to be granted this fall.If the federal designation comes through, people restoring one of the 81 historic structures in the district 
could be eligible for tax credits of nearly 50 percent. 
The VDHR described the designated structures as “vernacular or high-style commercial or residential 
buildings” representing “the whole of its nearly century-longperiod of significance—1875 to 1970—and 
embodying major trends in waterside resort community development and architecture from the late 1800s 
through the 20th century.” 

Colonial Beach may be a small town, but we’ve got a lot of heavy hitters on our team!

ASK US ABOUT THESE COLLABORATIONS.



Town of Colonial Beach groundbreaking

launches massive revitalization effort to

recapture title ‘Playground of the Potomac’

Town of Colonial Beach Mayor Robin Schick 

called the formal groundbreaking on Old 

School Hill “the start to a rebirth in Colonial 

Beach.” The event kicked off Phase I of Dodson 

Development Group’s $25 million redevelop-

ment project.

“This groundbreaking takes place during [the 

town’s] highest growth rate in decades,” Mayor 

Schick told the crowd, which included repre-

sentatives from Colonial Beach Chamber of 

Commerce, local NGOs, Downtown Colonial 

Beach and other community stakeholders. “The 

Dodson Development project is … a pivotal part 

of our community finding its way to the future.”

Colonial Beach is in the news.

Mapped: Every Place to Eat and Drink on  
the Water (That We Know of) Around DC

WRITTEN BY ANN LIMPERT    , ANNA SPIEGEL    , JESSICA SIDMAN   

AND SHERRI DALPHONSE   | PUBLISHED ON APRIL 21, 2021Northern Neck of Virginia:Dockside Restaurant & Tiki Bar (1787 Castlewood Dr., Colonial Beach)High Tides on the Potomac (205 Taylor St., Colonial Beach)Riverboat on the Potomac (301 Beach Ter., Colonial Beach)Tim’s at Coles Point (307 Plantation Dr., Hague)
Tim’s II at Fairview Beach (5411 Pavilion Dr., King George)

Wilkerson’s Seafood Restaurant 
(3900 McKinney Blvd., Colonial Beach)
 
Chesapeake Restaurant & Terrace (The Tides Inn, 480 King Carter Dr., Irvington)Coles Point Tavern (850 Salisbury Park Rd., Hague)

Fish Hawk Oyster Bar (The Tides Inn, 480 King Carter Dr., Irvington)
Merroir Tasting Room  (784 Locklies Creek Rd., Topping)Rick’s on the River (6338 Riverview Dr., King George)

S ince we’d introduced ourselves as 

day trippers to Colonial Beach 

making our first stop near town, she 

cheerfully says that she’s a 26-year 

resident of the town. Although born in 

West Virginia and reared in Framing-

ham, Massachusetts, she says she loves 

it down here. “I love Virginia. When my 

company, Geico, moved me for a time 

to St. Petersburg, Florida, I cried. When 

I heard I was being transferred back 

here, I went hopping through the office: 

‘Yahoo, I’m going home,’ I yelled.” 

Palms on the Potomac

Our day trip series heads to charming Colonial Beach, a relaxed small town  

featuring the second-longest beach in Virginia.

By Edwin SlipekSeptember 07, 2021

Town of Colonial Beach, Virginia, welcomes entrepreneurs and strives to make the process of  
owning and operating a business in CBVA seamless and lucrative. When you arrive you’ll find a  

town committed to supporting you.  

Formulation of an economic development strategy.
Vigorously pursuing state and federal community development funding.
Municipal and additional development projects to increase year-round retail trade downtown. 
Commercial and retail property available for sale, lease or development.
Funding for Downtown Colonial Beach, the Main Street America Affiliate program that is working  
towards full Main Street certification. 
Support for Commercial Historic District.
Collaboration with Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce, which is taking a lead in formulating  
incentives for business investment and sponsors numerous festivals that bring thousands of visitors 
into town.
Professional marketing firm to promote the Town.
Revised Town website (in development) for easier access to permits, forms, licenses and business 
applications.
Town support for an Alliance of more than 20 community organizations mutually support each other 
on community improvements and meeting community needs.  
Business-friendly incentives that support job growth and attract missing staples of our local economy.

•	Local	Technology	Zone	and	a	Tourism	Zone	Economic	Incentives
•	Local	Revitalization	Revolving	Loan	Fund	for	Capital	Improvements
•	Enterprise	Zone	Regional	Incentives
•	Rehabilitation	Tax	Credits	in	Historic	District
•	504	Loan	Programs	&	SBA	Development	Center

Add your business to our town’s on-going story.
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Many business owners choose to live in Colonial Beach.
It’s a great place to raise a family.

You’ll be able to walk, bike, or take a golf cart to work.  
Your children can get to their neighborhood school 

on their own.  It’s also reassuring to know that 
Colonial Beach is one of the safest towns in Virginia.

Colonial Beach is a Golf Cart Community
(Photo courtesy of Joyce Gunderson)

Colonial Beach Foundation “Meet-Ups” 
introduce newcomers to the community.
(Photo courtesy of Eric Nelson)

 New Colonial Beach Elementary School.  
Our independent school system is a focal point for community interactions.
(Photo courtesy of Joyce Reimherr)

Colonial Beach, VA

This is the perfect home base for explor-

ing Washington, D.C. About halfway up 

the Potomac River, you are a stone’s throw 

from the nation’s capital while still being in 

a quaint colonial waterfront town. Colonial 

Beach offers sandy beaches, historical sites 

(birthplaces of both George Washington and 

James Monroe), colonial architecture, great 

food and natural beauty. Loopers Schucker 

and Wilson suggest staying at The Boat-

house Marina—and if you do, make sure to 

ask to see the historic car collection.
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Camping is legal again

inSpotsylvania
County.

County supervisors

unanimously approved

amendments last week

to a 1980s ordin
ance that

outlawed camping in the

county, exce
pt at camp-

grounds.
The amendments al-
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for others for
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before having
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Gregory J. Gilligan   Oct 26, 2020Richmond-based developer is planning a $25

million-plus project in Colonial Beach with

townhomes, condos and a hotel 

Fultz & Singh Architects

A Richmond-based development compa-

ny is making a big splash in Colonial 

Beach in the Northern Neck.

Dodson Development is planning a $25 mil-

lion-plus, four-phase project that includes 

building new town homes and waterfront 

condos, renovating existing office and retail 

buildings, and constructing a boutique 

beachfront hotel along the Potomac River.

The Colonial Beach Town Council last week 

approved a purchase and development 

agreement to sell 12 parcels to Dodson 

Development for $2.7 million. The sale on 

those parcels will take place in phases.

New beach-adjacent townhomes on the Northern Neck  

of Virginia start at $360,000
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state recognizes potoMac river town, federal recognition nextRange of civic, business groups help to earnColonial Beach historic district designationBy rob Hedelt  august 1, 2021

JOYCE REIMHERR, president of Downtown Colonial Beach, said her group is thrilled that the historic commercial district of their Westmoreland County town has been added to the Virginia Landmark Registry. 

For those who missed the announcement last month, the commercial district, first platted in 1882 “as the business center of a fully planned resort along the  Potomac River,” was granted that designation by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources. That  state approval has advanced the town’s application for federal approval, likely to be granted this fall.If the federal designation comes through, people restoring one of the 81 historic structures in the district 
could be eligible for tax credits of nearly 50 percent. 
The VDHR described the designated structures as “vernacular or high-style commercial or residential 
buildings” representing “the whole of its nearly century-longperiod of significance—1875 to 1970—and 
embodying major trends in waterside resort community development and architecture from the late 1800s 
through the 20th century.” 

Colonial Beach may be a small town, but we’ve got a lot of heavy hitters on our team!

ASK US ABOUT THESE COLLABORATIONS.



This marketing brochure was produced to further stimulate economic vitality in the downtown and commercial core of Colonial 
Beach, VA. The intent is to provide market assurance and preservation-based design concepts and guidance for new developers, 

retailers and other businesses looking for promising opportunities. The project was initiated by Downtown Colonial Beach, 
the community’s Main Street America Affiliate program, and was funded by the VA Department of Housing and Community  

Development (DHCD) VA Main Street Commercial District Affiliates and Virginia Downtown grants. The grant was 
matched by generous contributions from the citizens of Colonial Beach.

Be part of an exciting new chapter 
in the history of the beautiful beach town 

of Colonial Beach, VA!

Founded in 2016, Downtown Colonial Beach has been guided by Main Street America’ preservation-based approach  
to downtown revitalization.  Part of that involves a determination to creating an “entrepreneurial ecosystem” that will not 

just welcome new retailers and businesses when they arrive, but help them thrive.

At the same time, we seek to preserve our public-spirit, small town ambiance, diversity and commitment to economic revitalization 
for the benefit of all residents and businesses. Our aim is a people-centered prosperity that promotes one of the best things about 

Colonial Beach – its warm, interesting and caring people. The motto for our community foundation is “Community Found.”  
Our hope is that is exactly what you will find when you set up your business in Colonial Beach.  

For help, information, networking, and support in investigating or setting up your business in Colonial Beach, contact:

 

Graphic Design by Jackie Steward | Graphic Interiors | graphicinteriors1@mac.com
Text by DCB Board of Directors, editorial assistance Suzan Genace, Flack Shack.

This prospectus represents the approach and values of Downtown Colonial Beach, a Main Street America affiliate  
program. While reporting on Town of Colonial Beach economic development initiatives and that of other community  

groups, it does not constitute their official policies. For more information, please check with the contacts above.

Robin Schick, 
Mayor of Colonial Beach

(804) 224-7181
rschick@colonialbeachva.net

Michael J. Fitzpatrick, 
Chair, Economic Development Initiative
Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce

(804) 456-7877 
mjfitzpatrick401@gmail.com

India Adams-Jacobs
Colonial Beach Town Manager

(804) 224-7181
iadamsjacobs@colonialbeachva.net 

Joyce Reimherr
Economic Vitality Chair

Downtown Colonial Beach
(301) 758-9493

info@downtowncolonialbeach.org

From Robin Schick, Mayor, Town of Colonial Beach 
A lot of exciting things are happening--Town of Colonial Beach is coming of age! 
We are excited about the growth and diversification that will be realized through 
a number of revitalization efforts that welcomes anyone to join our vibrant, 
livable, fun, and business-friendly waterfront community. 

Photo courtesy of Dan MacDougall

Starting a new retail business?   
Relocating or opening a  

  second location?


